
Reading with All 
Saints Benhilton 

Parents, carers, staff and children, welcome to our first edition of ‘Reading with All Saints Benhilton’. Here you 
will find  recommendations for books to read, teacher favourites, reading activities and much more! A new issue 
will be published every half term for all to enjoy! 

“Reading is im-
portant. If you 
know how to 
read, then the 
whole world 
opens up to 
you.” - Barack 

“The Child contin-
ued to grow and 
become strong, in-
creasing in wis-
dom; and the grace 
of God was upon 
Him.” - Luke 2:40  

“Go and do likewise.” - Luke 10:37  

Early Years Recommendations 

Owl Babies  by Martin Waddell- A gentle tale of three baby owls reassures 
young children that Mummy will always come home. Three baby owls, Sa-
rah, Percy and Bill, wake up one night in their hole in a tree to find that 
their mother has gone. So they sit on a branch and wait... Darkness gathers 
and the owls grow anxious, wondering when their mother will return. But, 
at last, she does and they bounce up and down with joy, welcoming her 
home.  

Handa’s Surprise  by Eileen Browne-  This is the story of Handa, who's part 
of the Luo tribe in south-west Kenya. Handa decides to take seven pieces of 
delicious fruit to her friend, Akeyo, who lives in the neighbouring village. 
But as Handa wonders, I wonder what fruit Akeyo will like best?, a series of 
sneaky animals steal something from Handa's basket, which she's carrying 
on her head... When Handa reaches Akeyo, will she have anything left to 
offer her friend?  

KS1 Recommendations (Year 1 & 2) 

The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt - Duncan just wants to 
do some colouring - but when he opens his box of crayons, he finds a 
whole bundle of letters of complaint. The crayons aren't happy: Beige 
is sick and tired of playing second fiddle to Brown; Blue is exhausted 
after colouring in so many oceans, lakes and rivers; Orange and Yel-
low can't agree on who is really the colour of the sun; and Peach has 

a rather embarrassing problem. Can Duncan 
come up with a solution to keep the crayons 
happy - before they quit colouring for good? 

Izzy Gizmo by Pip Jones - Izzy Gizmo is a girl that loves inventing 
things: the Swirly Spagsonic, the Tea-Mendous and the Beardtastic, for 
instance. But unfortunately, something always goes wrong: Grandpa 
gets more than he bargained for in the foamy grasp of the Beardtastic’s 
clippers, and the Swirly-Spagsonic has an unfortunate effect on the wall-
paper. 

Lower KS2 Recommendations (Year 3 & 4) 

The Firework Maker’s Daughter by Philip Pullman - What Lila wants to be more than anything else in the 
world is . . . a Firework-Maker! But firework-making is not just about being able to make Crackle-Dragons 
and Golden Sneezes. There is also one special secret: every Firework-Maker must make a perilous journey to 
face the terrifying Fire-Fiend! Not knowing that she needs special protection to survive the Fire-Fiend's flames, 
Lila sets off alone. Her friends, Chulak and Hamlet - the King's white elephant - race after her. 
But can they possibly reach her in time? 

Stitch  Head by Guy Bass - In the maze-like dungeons of Castle Grotteskew, the frightfully 
insane Professor Erasmus conducts his bizarre experiments on living things. His very first creation has long 
been forgotten - a small, almost-human creature, known only as Stitch Head. Poor Stitch Head has spent 
years vying for attention amongst a menagerie of freakish monsters. When a travelling circus ringmaster, 
Fulbert Freakfinder, promises to make him a star, Stitch Head wonders whether there is another life for him. 
But first he has to catch the professor's latest creation - a monstrous three-armed creature that's just 
smashed its way to freedom...  



 

“Go and do likewise.” - Luke 10:37  

Upper KS2 recommendation (Year 5 & 6) 

Pig Heart Boy by Malorie Blackman - Cameron desperately needs a new heart when he 
is offered the opportunity to take part in a radical and controversial experiment involv-
ing the transplant of a pig's heart. While Cameron soon comes to terms with the idea, 
he finds the world around him less accepting. A powerful and thought-provoking read.  

Street Child by Berlie Doherty  - Jim Jarvis is a runaway. He has fled the 
dark and terrible workhouse where he was dumped when his mother died. 
But London in the 1860s is a dangerous and lonely place, and life is a constant battle 
for survival. Just when Jim finally finds some friends, he is snatched away and en-
slaved by the remorselessly cruel Grimy Nick. Constantly watched and hounded by 
Nick’s vicious dog, Snipe, will Jim ever be free?  

Teacher Recommendations  

Miss Harrison 

Favourite Children’s Book - My favourite children’s books are Superworm and 

 Room on the Broom, “I love a book that rhymes and has lots of repetition.  

The children love to join in and think of their own actions!” 

Can you complete the Bingo grid? 

Waterstones Book of the month 
Amari and the Night Brothers by B. B. Alston - Amari Peters has never stopped believing her missing brother, Quinton, 
is alive. Not even when the police told her otherwise, or when she got in trouble for standing up to bullies who 
said he was gone for good. 

So when she finds a ticking briefcase in his closet, containing a nomination for a summer tryout at the Bureau of 
Supernatural Affairs, she’s certain the secretive organization holds the key to locating Quinton—if only she can 

wrap her head around the idea of magicians, fairies, aliens, and other supernatural creatures all being real. 



Links to books 

Owl Babies by Martin Waddell—https://www.amazon.co.uk/Owl-Babies-Martin-Waddell/
dp/0744531675 

Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Brown—https://www.amazon.co.uk/Handas-Surprise-Eileen-
Browne/dp/0744536340 

The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt—https://www.amazon.co.uk/Day-Crayons-Quit-
Drew-Daywalt/dp/0007513763 

Izzy Gizmo by Pip Jones—https://www.amazon.co.uk/Izzy-Gizmo-Pip-Jones/dp/0857075128 

The Firework Maker’s Daughter by Philip Pullman—https://www.amazon.co.uk/Firework-
Makers-Daughter-Philip-Pullman/dp/0440866405 

Stitch Head by Guy Bass—https://www.amazon.co.uk/Stitch-Head-Guy-Bass/dp/1847151833 

Pig Heart Boy by Malorie Blackman—https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pig-Heart-Boy-Malorie-
Blackman/dp/055255166X 

Street Child by Berlie Doherty—https://www.amazon.co.uk/Street-Essential-Modern-Classics-
Collins/dp/0007311257 

Superworm by Julia Donaldson—https://www.amazon.co.uk/Superworm-Julia-Donaldson/
dp/1407132350 

Room on the Broom by Julia Donaldson—https://www.amazon.co.uk/Room-Broom-Julia-
Donaldson/dp/0333903382 

Amari and the Night Brothers by B. B. Alston—https://www.amazon.co.uk/Amari-Night-
Brothers-magical-childrens-ebook/dp/B08F3BKTQ5 


